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BACKGROUNDER

ABOUT WORLDPRIDE
WorldPride is an international event that brings together 
LGBTTIQQ2SA* people from around the world to honour 
our past, celebrate the present, and inspire a better future 
for our communities everywhere.

InterPride, the international association of LGBTI Pride organizations around the 
world, awards the licence to host WorldPride to one of its member Prides every few 
years. The mission of InterPride is to increase the capacity of its members to raise 
awareness of cultural, social and legal inequality, and to effect positive change 
through education, collaboration, advocacy and outreach.

Pride Toronto will host the first WorldPride event ever held in North America from 
June 20 to 29, 2014. The first WorldPride celebration was held in Rome in 2000, 
followed by Jerusalem in 2006, and most recently London in 2012.

After Toronto, the next WorldPride will be held in Madrid, Spain in 2017. Toronto will 
hand over the emblem to the next host city as part of the closing ceremony in 2014.

ABOUT PRIDE TORONTO
Pride Toronto exists to celebrate the history, courage, diversity and 
future of Toronto's LGBTTIQQ2SA* communities. Pride Toronto is the 
volunteer-driven not-for-profit organization that hosts the city’s Pride 
Festival, one of the premier arts and cultural festivals in Canada. The 
Pride Toronto festival is also one of the largest Pride celebrations in the world, with 
an estimated attendance of over 1.22 million people in 2012. Toronto’s 33rd Pride 
Festival will take place from June 21-30, 2013.

*LGBTTIQQ2SA is an abbreviation used to represent a broad array of identities such as, but not limited to, 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer, questioning, two-spirited and allies
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HISTORY OF PRIDE TORONTO

1969

1971

On August 28, the Canadian government decriminalizes homosexual acts for 
consenting adults over 21, under then-Justice Minister Pierre Trudeau. Trudeau utters 
his famous "the state has no place in the bedrooms of the nation" statement.

Toronto’s first “Gay Day Picnic” is held on the beach at Hanlan’s Point.

First official Pride Toronto Celebration.

Church Street, the heart of Toronto’s Church-Wellesley queer village, is closed for the 
first time. This annual tradition continues to this day on a much larger scale.

Sexual Orientation is included in the Ontario Human Rights Code.

Toronto City Council proclaims Pride Day for the first time. In November, openly gay 
candidate Kyle Rae wins seat as Toronto City Councillor for Ward 6.

The Supreme Court of Canada rules that under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
and the Canadian Human Rights Act, gays and lesbians cannot be excluded from 
entering the Canadian Forces. The federal government does not appeal the ruling.

The City of Toronto and the Pride Committee study Pride's economic impact, which 
shows that over $46 million is spent by Pride tourists.

Toronto’s new mayor Mel Lastman participates in the annual Pride Parade for the first 
time, having a fantastic time getting soaked by revelers with power water guns.

Corporate sponsorship revenues are higher than ever and put Pride Toronto on firm 
financial footing for the next year.

For the first time, the City of Toronto's Official Proclamation of Pride Week includes 
bisexuals, transsexuals, and transgendered people. Canadian newspaper The Globe 
and Mail reports that Toronto's Pride parade has become "a Canadian institution."

Toronto’s Pride Parade is lead by Pride Toronto's first International Grand Marshal, 
highlighting the issues of inequality faced by our brothers and sisters worldwide and 
honoured the heroes of Toronto's own queer community past and present.

On October 18, at InterPride’s annual conference in St. Petersburg, Florida, Pride 
Toronto wins the bid to host WorldPride in 2014, over rival Stockholm, Sweden.

Pride Toronto celebrates its 30th festival.

On June 13, the Ontario government passes Bill 33 (Toby’s Act), which amends the 
Ontario Human Rights Code to include gender identity and gender expression, 
making Ontario the first major jurisdiction in North America to provide human rights 
protection for transgendered people.

Toronto’s 33rd annual Pride Festival is celebrated from June 21-30, with the theme 
“Superqueer!”

Toronto hosts WorldPride 2014, the largest event of its kind.
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ABOUT WORLDPRIDE 2014 TORONTO
The journey toward WorldPride 2014 Toronto began on October 18, 2009 when Toronto was 
named as the host city for WorldPride 2014 at the annual InterPride Conference in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. Toronto won the bid over rival, Stockholm, Sweden.

Pride Toronto was handed over the Official WorldPride Emblem at Trafalgar Square, London, 
UK on Saturday July 7, 2012 at the close of their WorldPride event.

WorldPride 2014 Toronto (WP14TO) is an international celebration incorporating activism, 
education, and the history and culture of global LGBTTIQQ2SA communities. Highlighting 
Canada’s continued progress in human rights, WP14TO also celebrates the diversity and 
dynamism of Toronto, one of the world’s most progressive and livable cities. WP14TO will 
mark the first WorldPride celebration ever held in North America, and the fourth such festival 
in the world.

WorldPride 2014 is produced by Pride Toronto, under license from InterPride.

BACKGROUNDER
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Will there be two Pride celebrations in Toronto in 2014?

No. WorldPride is being presented by Pride Toronto. In 2014, Pride Toronto’s annual Pride 
Festival will be replaced by WorldPride 2014 Toronto. In 2015, the annual Pride Festival will 
return.

How many people are expected to attend WorldPride in Toronto?

We are proud that in 2011, Pride Toronto attracted more than 1.2 people. In 2014 we are hoping 
to welcome over 1.5 million visitors, from Toronto, Ontario, Canada and all around the world.

What makes WorldPride 2014 Toronto different from the regular annual Pride festival in 
Toronto?

Prides across the world are local by nature and reflect, but are part of a global movement. 
WorldPride 2014 Toronto gives the opportunity for a link to be made between these local 
movements and a platform and space for them to come together over the course of a 10-day 
festival.

Will WorldPride 2014 Toronto events be held solely in the downtown area?

No. While most of the events will happen in the Greater Toronto Area, they will not necessarily 
be concentrated in the Church-Wellesley Village area. We are looking to engage organizations 
and individuals from across the Greater Toronto Area.

Can I make my event part of the official WorldPride Festival calendar?

There are several ways to affiliate your event with WorldPride 2014 Toronto. Watch 
WP14TO.com for more information soon.

WORLDPRIDE 2014 FAQ
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I would like to hold a fundraiser to support WorldPride 2014 Toronto. Can I do this?

Absolutely! We welcome any support to help us make this the best event it can possibly be. 
Soon we will be launching a program with guidelines to make this process as easy as possible. 
But don’t let that stop you from organizing your event. Contact us and let us know what you 
are planning.

I would like to become an official sponsor for WorldPride 2014 Toronto, who do I talk to?

WorldPride 2014 Toronto is a great opportunity for businesses to reach the LGBTTIQQ2SA 
international and local markets. We encourage you to contact Pride Toronto’s Director of 
Development (ben@pridetoronto.com) to talk about the various opportunities available.

I am planning an event in support of WorldPride 2014 Toronto, can I use the WorldPride 
logo from your website?

We welcome any support of WorldPride 2014 Toronto. Pride Toronto, under license from 
InterPride, has been asked to manage the WorldPride brand. Part of the success of the event 
will be to build awareness as far and wide as we can. However, we ask that you work with us 
by emailing us at worldpride@pridetoronto.com and letting us know how you would like to 
use the WorldPride branding. We can then make sure you have the best tools to include in 
your promotions.

How can I volunteer for WP14TO?

We will have many volunteer opportunities at WorldPride as we welcome the world to 
Toronto. We will be especially interested in recruiting volunteers who speak other languages 
than English. Some people volunteer year-round to help create our Festival, others give a few 
hours of their time. If you are interested in volunteering, please email our Volunteer Program 
Manager, Kiona Sinclair at kiona@pridetoronto.com.

WORLDPRIDE 2014 FAQ
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NOTE: MOST EVENTS WILL BE FREE TO THE PUBLIC

WORLDPRIDE 2014
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

ALL

WEEK
JUNE

20
JUNE

23
JUNE

25-27
JUNE

26
JUNE

27-29
JUNE

27
JUNE

28
JUNE

29

Arts and Culture Festival with major cultural organizations

Opening Ceremony

Flag Raising at City Hall

WP14TO International Human Rights Conference & Program

WorldPride Gala and Awards

Streetfair and Arts & Culture Festival

Trans March

Dyke March, Pride and Remembrance Run,
Stonewall 45th Anniversary

Pride Parade and WP14TO Closing Ceremony
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BIOGRAPHIES

SHELLEY CRAIG
Co-Chair 

Shelley has been fortunate 

to have served on several 

Boards of Directors, 

including the PFLAG 

National Board in the US, 

which represents 

volunteer chapter leaders 

doing amazing work in 

their communities. Shelley 

brings a passion for 

organizational growth and 

evaluation to her 

commitment to Pride Toronto. Prior to her hire as an 

assistant professor at the Factor-Inwentash Faculty 

of Social Work at the University of Toronto, she 

started and sustained several organizations for 

queer youth. As a Board member for Pride Toronto, 

Dr. Craig would strive to represent the needs of the 

volunteers and active community members, while 

creating opportunities for growth.

SEAN HILLIER
Co-Chair

Sean has been involved 

with Pride Toronto for over 

five years, most recently as 

Coordinator for the Public 

Safety Committee in 2011.

He is currently completing 

his PhD in Policy Studies at 

Ryerson University. His 

research focuses on both 

First Nations and Trans 

People and the impact 

policy has on related healthcare issues. Sean is also 

a Director of the Board for Our Place Community of 

Hope, a mental health drop-in centre located in 

midtown Toronto.

Sean has focused a great deal of his attention on 

governance and community outreach. He has 

worked alongside high school students to strongly 

advocate for Gay Straight Alliances (GSAs), in 

addition to LGBT educational outreach programs in 

numerous low-income communities throughout the 

city. As a member of the Qalipu Mi'Kmiq First 

Nations Band who identifies as gay and 2-Spirited, 

Sean has also worked with First Nations 

communities through his academic research (MA 

2010 in Critical Disability Studies) and has forged 

many relationships with two-spirited and LGBT 

members. 
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BIOGRAPHIES

KEVIN BEAULIEU
Executive Director

Kevin Beaulieu joined 

Pride Toronto as Executive 

Director in 2012.

Since 2003, Kevin has 

served as a Toronto City 

Council Executive 

Assistant, most recently to 

Toronto City Councillor 

Kristyn Wong-Tam, whose 

ward includes the 

Church-Wellesley 

neighbourhood, which hosts the majority of Pride 

Toronto's events. This position allowed him to work 

with local community organizations, business 

associations, labour groups and media on a broad 

range of community issues.

Prior to his time at City Hall, Kevin served as the 

Coordinator for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and 

Transpeople at the University of Toronto 

(LGBTOUT), overseeing the well-known Homohop 

and other student community events and 

campaigns. He was also involved in grassroots 

advocacy campaigns such as the Party People 

Project/iDance Rally and June 13 Committee.

TREVOR HAMPDEN
Communications Manager

Trevor Hampden is a 

strategic marketing 

communications specialist 

who has worked in the 

profit and not-for-profit 

sectors.  Currently a proud 

member of the Pride 

Toronto and WorldPride 

2014 Toronto team, he has 

worked with many 

community, arts, media 

and corporate 

organizations over the past 19 years.  His 

communications activities have included strategic 

marketing, communications, brand management, 

media and crisis management, 

stakeholder/community relations, and the ability to 

set tone and strategic direction.

Trevor has worked to promote green energy 

initiatives with Orna Natural Energy, arts in our 

communities with Obsidian Theatre, the needs of 

homeless youth with Horizon’s for Youth and 

Dynamic Opportunities for Youth.  He has worked in 

finance with TD Bank and as Director of Corporate 

Communications with Dundee Wealth, where he also 

directed sponsorship that led the firm to win the 

Imagine Canada Corporate Citizenship Award in 

2006.

A former journalist having worked with a number of 

Canada’s leading media organizations, Trevor was 

also a Board Director with the Canadian Association 

of Black Journalists.

BIOGRAPHIES
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PRESS RELEASES
HISTORICAL PARTNERSHIPS & INTERNATIONAL STARS: 
WORLDPRIDE WELCOMES DEBORAH COX AND MARTHA WASH 
RELEASED: JANUARY 20, 2014

WorldPride 2014 announces historical partnerships with leading cultural institutions and welcomes Deborah Cox, 
Martha Wash and DJ’s David Morales and Quentin Harris as the first in a list of premiere international artists to 
perform at the world’s largest global LGBTQ celebration taking place in Toronto this summer.

Running from June 20 to 29, 2014, the festival will feature partnerships with major cultural institutions who have 
come together to support WorldPride 2014 with extraordinary programming during the festival, including: TIFF, 
Inside Out (presenter of the annual Toronto LGBTQ Film Festival), TD Toronto Jazz Festival, Art Gallery of 
Ontario, Ryerson Image Centre, OCAD University, the Gardiner Museum and Buddies In Bad Times Theatre.

“With hundreds of artists performing and unprecedented artistic partnerships taking place over 10 full days, the 
WorldPride 2014 arts and culture festival will be three times larger than the traditional Pride Toronto festival,” 
says Kevin Beaulieu, Executive Director, Pride Toronto. “Deborah Cox is an international celebrity and home town 
favorite, who has supported Toronto throughout its bid for WorldPride 2014, and with the support we have 
received from Toronto’s cultural institutions, it means our pride will be everywhere across the city.”

The Official WorldPride 2014 Toronto Opening Ceremony will feature Deborah Cox, in a co-production with the 
TD Toronto Jazz Festival, bringing its 27 years of artistic arrangement together with WorldPride 2014, producing 
the most fabulous kickoff of Pride Canada has ever seen. Deborah Cox will also perform a full concert experience 
at TD Wellesley Stage.

Martha Wash, “The Original Weather Girl,” whose voice will rain down timeless pop and dance classics such as 
“It’s Raining Men” will perform at the OLG Central Stage, where attendees will also find crowd stopping 
International DJ’s David Morales and Quentin Harris.

Inside Out and TIFF will join forces to co-present a multi-day film series during WorldPride 2014 that will feature 
screenings, artist talks and installations (details to be announced) highlighting the creative vision, diversity and 
talent of Canadian and international LGBTQ film and filmmakers – with events centered in the Toronto 
Entertainment District. Buddies In Bad Times Theatre the world’s largest and longest running LGBTQ theatre 
company will feature a play for WorldPride called “The Lady Hamlet”, written by Sarah Schulman.

WorldPride 2014 will also be host to two photography exhibitions; one in partnership with the Art Gallery of 
Ontario called “Fan the Flames -- Queer Positions in Photography”, and the other in partnership with the Ryerson 
Image Centre called “What it Means to be Seen: Photography and Queer Visibility”.

The Gardiner Museum celebrates its 30th Anniversary with Camp Fires: The Queer Baroque of Leopold Foulem, 
Paul Mathieu and Richard Milette. Onsite

[at] OCAD University presents Generations of Queer: Robert Flack, John Greyson, Elisha Lim, and Kiley May. An 
exhibition centred on storytelling, creating dialogue and queer discourse.

WorldPride 2014 organizers are very excited to bring 10 full days of spectacular programming to Toronto; great 
artists, music and exhibits of varying styles and dimensions. The arts and culture festival will have something for 
everyone, starting with a spectacular opening ceremony supported by TD Toronto Jazz Festival and the City of 
Toronto, and will continue with music and artistry over 10 entertainment packed days.
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PHOTOS
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CONTACT INFORMATION

For more information on WorldPride 2014 Toronto, 

please contact one of the following individuals:

TREVOR HAMPDEN
Communications Manager

trevor@pridetoronto.com

BEN FREEMAN
Director of Development

ben@pridetoronto.com

KEVIN BEAULIEU
Executive Director

kevin@pridetoronto.com

GENERAL INQUIRIES
worldpride@pridetoronto.com
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PRESS RELEASES

WORLD’S FIRST OPENLY GAY HEAD OF GOVERNMENT 
TO JOIN THE WORLDPRIDE HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE 2014
RELEASED: DECEMBER 10, 2013

The WorldPride Human Rights Conference 2014 announces that former Prime Minister of Iceland, and the world’s 
first openly gay head of government, Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir will be among the presenters from 60 countries in 
next year’s international gathering, June 25-27, 2014 in Toronto.  

International LGBTI leaders will gather in Toronto for WorldPride 2014 for a dialogue about LGBTI rights as 
human rights around the world, and the issues affecting our communities.  Enthusiasm for the Conference has 
been so great that submissions greatly exceeded organizers’ expectations, with more than 400 received from 
activists, academics and LGBTI leaders. 

Hundreds of LGBTI rights leaders from around the world will speak, including: Russian activist and journalist 
Masha Gessen; Ugandan LBGTI activist Frank Mugisha; Kenyan human rights lawyer Justice Monica Mbaru; 
Venezuelan trans activist Tamara Adrián; and Canadian global HIV/AIDS leader Stephen Lewis.  Panelists will 
address issues ranging from education and youth, HIV/AIDS, sex work, trans rights, employment, aging and other 
human rights issues. A full schedule for the conference will be announced early in 2014.

“The Conference takes place during a time of increased awareness of the challenges LGBTI communities face 
around the world,” says Brenda Crossman, conference co-chair.  “While the upcoming Sochi Olympics have 
highlighted the situation in Russia, it is just one example of the myriad of human rights issues affecting our 
communities.” 

“We’re excited that LGBTI leaders from every part of the world – Uganda, Russia, Indonesia, South Korea, Turkey, 
to name just a few – will be participating,” adds co-chair Doug Kerr. “The diversity of proposals and ideas 
submitted is amazing and we are excited by the caliber and breadth of the content that will be presented.” 
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TORONTO.
OUR PRIDE IS

EVERYWHERE.

JUNE 20-29, 2014



YOUR
PRIDE
WILL
KNOW 
NO
BOUNDS
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